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1 . ACCORDING TO DEC 14 EDITION OF THE FRENCH-LANGUAGE DAILY 
MADAGASCAR MATIN, PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA, IN GREETING PRESIDENT 
MANCHAM OF THE SEYCHELLES, SAID, AMONG OTHER THINGS: "I AM 
...HAPPY TO GREET YOU FOR WE HAVE A COMMON PAST AS COLONIZED 
COUNTRIES. AND FOR ANOTHER REASON, SOLIDARITY BETWEEN 
ISLAND NATIONS. WE HAVE AN IMPORTANT POSITION IN THE 
CENTER OF THE INDIAN OCEAN AND WE MILITATE IN FAVOR OF AN 
INDIAN OCEAN ZONE OF PEACE, FOR THE DISMANTLING OF THE 
MILITARY BASE AT DIEGO GARCIA. ALL THAT MUST LEAD US TO 
COLLABORATE AND TO STRENGTHEN OUR FRIENDSHIP." 

2. IN RESPONDING, PRESIDENT MANCHAM SAID, IN PART, 

"REGARDING THE INDIAN OCEAN ZONE OF PEACE, I ASSURE YOU THAT 
I WILL BE YOUR COLLABORATOR, FOR THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PEOPLE OF THE SEYCHELLES ASPIRE TO THE SAME IDEAL. 

I WISH FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN MADAGASCAR, FOR IT IS OF 
PRIME IMPORTANCE FOR THIS WHOLE ZONE. CONCERNING SOLIDARITY 
BETWEEN ISLAND NATIONS, THERE ARE RECIPROCAL ADVANTAGES IN 
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COLLABORATING. BEFORE, OUR TWO COUNTRIES WERE ISOLATED. 

THERE WERE NO COMMUNICATIONS." HE THEN DISCUSSED THE 
INAUGURATION OF AIR SERVICE BETWEEN MADAGASCAR AND THE 
SEYCHELLES. LATER, IN A PRESS CONFERENCE, HE GAVE A 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE-TYPE PRESENTATION ON THE HISTORY OF THE 
SEYCHELLES AND TOUTED HIS COUNTRY AS A FISCAL PARADISE", 
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PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF ITS LACK OF DEFENSE SPENDING, MAKING 
THE SEYCHELLOIS "FRIENDS OF EVERYONE, AND ENEMIES OF NO ONE." 

3. WHILE RATSIRAKA APPEARED TO BE ANGLING FOR MANCHAM TO 
JOIN PUBLICLY IN MILITATING FOR THE DISMANTLING OF DIEGO 
GARCIA, MANCHAM IGNORED THE INVITATION AND GOT ON WITH HIS 
PROMOTION OF THE SEYCHELLES. ALTHOUGH RATSIRAKA HAD POINTEDLY 
SAID "WE", MANCHAM DECLINED TO JOIN THE ANTI-DIEGO GARCIA 
MOVEMENT. NO COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED. 

SMITH 
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